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			Slaughter Calls on Departments
			of Defense and State to Address Crimes Against US Contractors in Iraq
			
			
			Both Letters Signed by Over 110
			Members of Congress
			
			
			Washington, DC - Congresswoman Louise M. Slaughter (D-NY-28),
			Chairwoman of the House Rules Committee, today sent two letters to Department
			of Defense Secretary Robert Gates and Department of State Secretary
			Condoleezza Rice asking that they clarify their efforts to address crimes
			involving US government contractors in Iraq. Authored
			by Rep. Slaughter, Rep. Ted Poe (R-TX), and Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) and
			signed by 111 Members of Congress, the letters follow
			allegations by Jamie Leigh Jones of assault and rape by fellow employees of
			KBR, a former Halliburton subsidiary, while working in Baghdad, Iraq.
			
			
			&ldquo;The brutal assault and rape of Jamie Leigh Jones is simply
			appalling, but unfortunately, is not an isolated incident,&rdquo; said Rep. Slaughter. &ldquo;It has become
			increasingly apparent that many women working for US government contractors
			are regularly subject to sexual assault and harassment.&rdquo;
			
			
			&ldquo;Today, over 100 Members of Congress have joined together to demand
			answers.  Let this be a wake-up call to the Departments of Defense and
			State.  As they dole out massive government contracts with taxpayer
			dollars, they have an obligation to make clear exactly what steps they are
			taking to ensure that what happened to Jamie Leigh Jones and others like her
			will never happen again,&rdquo; Rep.
			Slaughter continued. &ldquo;There is no excuse but to afford Americans living at
			home or abroad the same rights to treatment, services, and proper legal
			recourse when they are victims of a violent crime. And, we will not
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			rest until the offenders and contractors are held accountable.&rdquo;
			
			
			The two letters ask
			that Secretary Rice and Secretary Gates specifically detail their efforts to
			protect Americans working overseas for US government contractors, serve
			victims of violent crime, and hold offenders accountable.
			
			
			There are currently
			over 20,000 Americans employed by US government contractors in Iraq.
			
			
			The complete text of the
			letters to Secretary Robert Gates and Secretary Condoleezza Rice can be found
			below: 
			
			
			 
			
			
			January 24, 2008
			
			
			The Honorable Robert
			Gates

			Secretary of Defense

			1000 Defense Pentagon

			Washington, D.C. 20301
			
			
			Dear Mr. Secretary:
			
			
			We
			are concerned about the Department of Defense&rsquo;s efforts to protect Americans
			employed by government contractors in Iraq from violent crime and to
			ensure the needs of victims are met. DoD employees who commit crimes are
			accountable for those crimes under U.S. law.
			
			
			American
			citizen Jamie Leigh Jones, while employed in Baghdad by KBR, a former
			subsidiary of Halliburton, alleged that she was assaulted and gang raped by
			fellow employees.  Afterwards, Army doctors performed a medical
			examination on Ms. Jones. However, the results of the rape kit were turned
			over to KBR, Ms. Jones&rsquo; employer. Portions of the rape kit are now
			missing.  According to Ms. Jones, she was then held captive under armed
			guard for 24 hours without food or water. State Department agents in the US
			Embassy at Baghdad
			facilitated Ms. Jones&rsquo; release.
			
			
			In
			another case, American citizen Tracy Barker, while employed by KBR, alleged
			that she was sexually assaulted by a State Department employee.  Her
			alleged assaulter continues to work for the State Department today.
			
			
			Unfortunately,
			these are not isolated incidents. Many other women have reported sexual
			assault and harassment while working for government contractors.  
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			Ms. Jones and Ms. Barker&rsquo;s harrowing experiences prompt us to pose questions
			regarding the DoD&rsquo;s overall efforts to address crimes against individuals in
			similar situations.
			
			
			Prevention and Assistance

			How
			does the DOD assist American civilians living and working in Iraq
			who are victims of crime? Does the DoD include language in contracts
			requiring contractors to ensure their employees live and work in
			non-hostile/non-violent environments?  Does the DoD provide government
			contracted employees with sexual assault and sexual harassment training? If
			so, how and when is this training implemented?  Does he DoD provide such
			employees &ndash; American citizens &ndash; with information regarding their rights as
			crime victims? Does the DOD have available resources for dealing with the aftermath
			of victimization?
			
			
			Investigations

			What
			is the DoD&rsquo;s protocol on rape and sexual assault investigations of government
			contract employees abroad?  Does the DoD send information regarding
			allegations of sexual assault to the Department of Justice for possible
			criminal investigations?  Who provides the forensic examinations and
			what is the protocol to ensure that the exams and evidence are appropriately
			maintained and a chain of custody is in place?
			
			
			Accountability

			What
			types of control and enforcement power does the DoD have over civilian
			contracting companies when their employees commit violent
			crimes?    What is the procedure for receiving complaints from
			American civilian contractors? If a complaint is received, what repercussions
			exist, including contractual repercussions, for the contracting company? Have
			there been any contractual repercussions for KBR following Ms. Jones&rsquo;
			accusations? What was the rationale of the Army Doctor that turned Ms. Jones&rsquo;
			rape kit to KBR?  Who is responsible for receiving rape kits turned over
			by Army doctors? After receiving a rape kit, who safeguards it and ensures
			that the chain of custody is not tampered?
			
			
			Offenders

			What
			policies exist for addressing American civilian contractors, who are alleged
			or accused of committing crimes while in Iraq? What safety mechanisms are
			put in place after a report of sexual assault to ensure the safety of the
			victim and other potential victims? Are the alleged offenders removed from
			their position?   Are contractors required to terminate the
			employment of alleged offenders of violent crime during investigations?
			
			
			Reporting

			Does
			the DoD collect data on the number of reported cases of sexual assault and
			other violent crimes among American civilian contractors or government
			contracted employees?  If so, how is that data collected and where is
			that data published?
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			Victims
			of crime perpetrated by employees of taxpayer funded government contracts in Iraq
			deserve the same standard of treatment they have a right to at home.  We
			hope the DoD is working to prevent crime, protect victims, and hold contract
			employees accountable.  Thank you for your consideration. Because of the
			urgent nature of this matter, we request a response by February 24, 2008.
			
			
			Sincerely,
			
			
			Louise Slaughter (NY), Ted Poe (TX), Jan
			Schakowsky (IL), Henry Waxman (CA), Tom Lantos (CA), Susan Davis (CA), Gary
			Ackerman (NY) , Loretta Sanchez (CA), Jane Harman (CA), Zoe Lofgren (CA),
			James R. Langevin (RI), Lloyd Doggett (TX), Robert Brady (PA), Joe Courtney
			(CT), Doris Matsui (CA), Pete Stark (CA), Kathy Castor (FL), John Lewis (GA),
			Shelley Berkley (NV), Ginny Brown-Waite (FL), Allyson Schwartz (PA),
			Madeleine Bordallo (GU), Brian Higgins (NY), James McGovern (MA), Steve Cohen
			(TN), John Larson (CT), Jim McDermott (WA), Lois Capps (CA), Phil Hare (IL),
			Christopher Shays (CT), Tom Allen (ME), Sam Farr (CA), Linda Sanchez (CA),
			Mazie K. Hirono (HI), Sander Levin (MI), Jim Costa (CA), Vic Snyder (AR), Tim
			Ryan (OH), Leonard Boswell (IA), Raul Grijalva (AZ), Neil Abercrombie (HI),
			Dave Loebsack (IA), Bob Etheridge (NC), Grace Napolitano (CA), Chris Van
			Hollen (MD), Nancy Boyda (KS), Michael Honda (CA), Betty McCollum (WI), Betty
			Sutton (OH), Michael Michaud (ME), Dennis Moore (KS), Solomon Ortiz (TX),
			Eleanor Norton (DC), Danny Davis (IL), David Price (NC), George Miller (CA),
			Donald Payne (NJ), Howard Berman (CA), Rosa DeLauro (CT), Lynn Woolsey (CA),
			Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick (MI), Earl Blumenauer (OR), Chaka Fattah (PA),
			Steve Rothman (NJ), Carolyn Maloney (NY), Jerrold Nadler (NY), Gene Green
			(TX), Jim Moran (KS), Maxine Waters (CA), Adam Smith (WA), Joseph Crowley
			(NY), Bob Filner (CA), Maurice Hinchey (NY), Silvestre Reyes (TX), Dennis
			Kucinich (OH), Tammy Baldwin (WI), William Delahunt (MA), Ellen Tauscher
			(CA), Nydia Velazquez (NY), Norman Dicks (WA), Albert Wynn (MD), Bobby Scott
			(VA), Joe Sestak (PA), Corrine Brown (FL), Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL),
			Sheila Jackson Lee (TX), Alcee Hastings (FL), Keith Ellison (MN), Michael
			Capuano (MA), Adam Schiff (CA), Henry Johnson (GA), Patrick Kennedy (RI),
			Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA), Al Green (TX), Edolphus Towns (NY), Chris Murphy
			(CT), John Tierney (MA), Collin Peterson (MN), Brad Miller (NC), Bruce Braley
			(IA), Ed Markey (MA), Carol Shea-Porter (NH), Peter DeFazio (OR), Darlene
			Hooley (OR), Michael McNulty (NY), Jay Inslee (WA), Gabrielle Giffords (AZ),
			John Hall (NY), Hilda Solis (CA), Joe Baca (CA), Elijah Cumming (MD)

			
			
			
			

			 
			
			
			January 24, 2008 

			
			
			
			The
			Honorable Condoleezza Rice

			Secretary
			of State

			2201 C Street N.W.

			Washington, D.C. 20520
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			Dear
			Madam Secretary, 
			
			
			We
			are concerned about the State Department&rsquo;s efforts to protect Americans
			employed by government contractors in Iraq from violent crime and to
			ensure the needs of victims are met.  We believe the State Department
			should play a role particularly when such crimes occur within the State
			Department's territory.  
			
			
			American
			citizen Jamie Leigh Jones, while employed in Baghdad by KBR, a former
			subsidiary of Halliburton, alleged that she was assaulted and gang raped by
			fellow employees.  Afterwards, Army doctors performed a medical
			examination on Ms. Jones. However, the results of the rape kit were turned
			over to KBR, Ms. Jones&rsquo; employer. Portions of the rape kit are now
			missing.  According to Ms. Jones, she was then held captive under armed
			guard for 24 hours without food or water. State Department agents in the US
			Embassy at Baghdad
			facilitated Ms. Jones&rsquo; release. 
			
			
			In
			another case, American citizen Tracy Barker, while employed by KBR, alleged
			she was sexually assaulted by a State Department employee.  Her alleged
			assaulter continues to work for the State Department today. 
			
			
			Unfortunately,
			these are not isolated incidents. Many other women have reported sexual
			assault and harassment while working for government contractors.  
			Ms. Jones and Ms. Barker&rsquo;s harrowing experiences prompt us to pose questions
			regarding the State Department&rsquo;s overall efforts to address crimes against
			individuals in similar situations.  
			
			
			Prevention and Assistance

			How
			does the State Department assist Americans living and working in Iraq
			that are victims of crime?  What efforts has the State Department
			undertaken to ensure that Americans employed by government contractors are
			living and working in non-hostile/non-violent environments?  Has the
			State Department provided government contracted employees with sexual assault
			and sexual harassment training? If so, when is this training provided and
			what personnel provide that training?  Has the State Department provided
			such employees &ndash; American citizens &ndash; with information regarding their rights
			as crime victims and available resources for dealing with the aftermath of
			victimization? 
			
			
			Investigations

			What
			is the State Department&rsquo;s protocol on rape and sexual assault investigations
			abroad?  Does the Department send information regarding allegations of
			sexual assault and other violent crimes to the Department of Justice for
			possible criminal investigations?  Who is responsible for conducting
			sexual assault forensic examinations on victims? What is the protocol to
			ensure that the exams and evidence are appropriately maintained and a chain
			of custody is in place?  
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			Offenders

			What
			is the State Department&rsquo;s policy for addressing American civilian contractors
			who are accused of committing crimes? What safety mechanisms are put in place
			after a report of sexual assault to ensure the safety of the victim and other
			potential victims? What is the policy for removing alleged offenders from
			their position following an allegation? 
			
			
			Reporting

			Does
			the State Department collect data on the number of reported cases of sexual
			assault collected among government contracted employees?  If so, how is
			this data collected and where is that data published?   
			
			
			Victims
			of crime perpetrated by employees of taxpayer funded government contracts in Iraq
			deserve the same standard of treatment they have a right to at home.  We
			hope the State Department is working to prevent crime and protect
			victims.  Thank you for your consideration. Because of the urgent nature
			of this matter, we request a response by February 24, 2008.   
			
			
			Sincerely,
			
			
			Louise
			Slaughter (NY), Ted Poe (TX), Jan Schakowsky (IL), Henry Waxman (CA), Tom
			Lantos (CA), Susan Davis (CA), Gary Ackerman (NY) , Loretta Sanchez (CA),
			Jane Harman (CA), Zoe Lofgren (CA), James R. Langevin (RI), Lloyd Doggett
			(TX), Robert Brady (PA), Joe Courtney (CT), Doris Matsui (CA), Pete Stark
			(CA), Kathy Castor (FL), John Lewis (GA), Shelley Berkley (NV), Ginny
			Brown-Waite (FL), Allyson Schwartz (PA), Madeleine Bordallo (GU), Brian
			Higgins (NY), James McGovern (MA), Steve Cohen (TN), John Larson (CT), Jim
			McDermott (WA), Lois Capps (CA), Phil Hare (IL), Christopher Shays (CT), Tom
			Allen (ME), Sam Farr (CA), Linda Sanchez (CA), Mazie K. Hirono (HI), Sander
			Levin (MI), Jim Costa (CA), Vic Snyder (AR), Tim Ryan (OH), Leonard Boswell
			(IA), Raul Grijalva (AZ), Neil Abercrombie (HI), Dave Loebsack (IA), Bob
			Etheridge (NC), Grace Napolitano (CA), Chris Van Hollen (MD), Nancy Boyda
			(KS), Michael Honda (CA), Betty McCollum (WI), Betty Sutton (OH), Michael
			Michaud (ME), Dennis Moore (KS), Solomon Ortiz (TX), Eleanor Norton (DC),
			Danny Davis (IL), David Price (NC), George Miller (CA), Donald Payne (NJ),
			Howard Berman (CA), Rosa DeLauro (CT), Lynn Woolsey (CA), Carolyn Cheeks
			Kilpatrick (MI), Earl Blumenauer (OR), Chaka Fattah (PA), Steve Rothman (NJ),
			Carolyn Maloney (NY), Jerrold Nadler (NY), Gene Green (TX), Jim Moran (KS),
			Maxine Waters (CA), Adam Smith (WA), Joseph Crowley (NY), Bob Filner (CA),
			Maurice Hinchey (NY), Silvestre Reyes (TX), Dennis Kucinich (OH), Tammy
			Baldwin (WI), William Delahunt (MA), Ellen Tauscher (CA), Nydia Velazquez
			(NY), Norman Dicks (WA), Albert Wynn (MD), Bobby Scott (VA), Joe Sestak (PA),
			Corrine Brown (FL), Debbie Wasserman Schultz (FL), Sheila Jackson Lee (TX),
			Alcee Hastings (FL), Keith Ellison (MN), Michael Capuano (MA), Adam Schiff
			(CA), Henry Johnson (GA), Patrick Kennedy (RI), Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA),
			Al Green (TX), Edolphus Towns (NY), Chris Murphy (CT), John Tierney (MA),
			Collin Peterson (MN), Brad Miller (NC), Bruce Braley (IA), Ed Markey (MA),
			Carol Shea-Porter (NH), Peter DeFazio (OR), Darlene Hooley (OR), Michael
			McNulty (NY), Jay Inslee (WA), Gabrielle Giffords (AZ), John Hall (NY), Hilda
			Solis (CA), Joe Baca (CA), Elijah Cumming (MD)
			
			
			###
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