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Congresswoman Louise Slaughter (NY-28) hailed vital legislation that will close corporate
loopholes that protect companies that ship jobs overseas and will use those savings to preserve
teaching jobs across the country and provide New   York with critical funds to pay for Medicaid
services.

  
“We cannot rebuild our national or local economy when we continue to reward corporations for
carrying out operations overseas and taking our jobs with them,” said Slaughter. “These are
loopholes that we’ve kept on the books for too long. Instead, let’s use that revenue to keep
Western New Yorkers in their jobs.”  

The Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act, H.R. 1586, passed the Senate late last week
forcing House approval. By closing these loopholes, it raises $9.8 billion, money that will be
redirected to keep teachers in the classroom.

  
“It’s back to school season so the idea that now is the time we’d let teachers get laid off is
absurd,” said Slaughter who returned with other members of Congress this week to vote on the
state aid legislation. “We just saved the jobs of 460 teachers in my district and I consider that
time well spent.”  

In addition to saving teaching jobs, the legislation provides $16.1 billion in assistance to the
states that, by reducing shortfalls and stimulating the economy, will save and create 158,000
jobs, including preventing the layoffs of police officers and firefighters, as well as creating
private-sector jobs throughout our economy.

  

New   York is set to benefit from a portion of the bill that would provide vital health assistance to
states keeping Medicaid and children’s health care programs from going bankrupt. N
ew   York
is set to receive approximately $2 billion in Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP)
funding, money Governor Paterson has asked for repeatedly.

  
“It is unconscionable to think that we would let the health and welfare of our most vulnerable
lapse as they take the brunt of state budget cutbacks,” said Slaughter.  “I’m so pleased that we
were able to shore up FMAP and New York’s ability to provide basic care for those most
impacted by this recession.”   
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As Chairwoman of the Rules Committee, it was Slaughter who took charge of the legislation so
it could come to the House floor. The Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act passed the
House by a vote of 247 to 161. The legislation will now be sent to President Obama for his
signature.

  

What’s in the Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance Act for Western New York?

    
    -  It Keeps Jobs In America While Reducing the Deficit 

The      bill is completely      paid for. According to non-partisan Congressional Budget
Office, the      bill reduces      the deficit by $1.4 billion over      10 years. The Education Jobs
and Medicaid Assistance Act includes      costs of $26.1 billion and offsets of $27.5 billion –
including $17.7      billion in spending cuts and $9.8      billion by closing tax loopholes that     
encourage corporations to ship American jobs overseas.   

    
    -  It Keeps Teachers in the      Classroom

 Weeks before Western New York students go back to      school, the Education Jobs and
Medicaid Assistance Act saves 161,000 teachers      from tragically timed layoffs. In 
New York
,      8,200 K-12 teachers are spared, 460 of whom work in the 28
th

Congressional District according to the National Education Association.
 
    -  It Keeps Firefighters and      Police Officers on the Streets

 By reducing state budget shortfalls, the Education Jobs and Medicaid Assistance      Act
will help keep public employees on the job, meaning first responders      like police officers and
firefighters.

  
    -  It Will Save New       York Billions in Medicaid Funding

According to the Center of Budget and Policy Priorities, New        York will save $2.228
billion with the six month      extension of the FMAP provisions.

  

  

And It’s Necessary for New   York
On February 22, 42 Governors, including Governor David Paterson, wrote to Congressional
leaders  asking for an
extension of critical Medicaid funds. In June, Slaughter joined many of her 
New York
colleagues in a meeting with Governor Paterson who asked his delegation for help. And
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http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.cb6e7818b34088d18a278110501010a0/?vgnextoid=ce7d98467a7f6210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD
http://www.nga.org/portal/site/nga/menuitem.cb6e7818b34088d18a278110501010a0/?vgnextoid=ce7d98467a7f6210VgnVCM1000005e00100aRCRD
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yesterday morning, Slaughter received a 
letter
from the Governor who again lobbied Congress for this vital funding saying:

  

 “The federal assistance under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) has been
critical to New York’s ability to weather the steep declines in revenue and sharp increases in the
demand for services caused by the recession. Under ARRA, New York received a temporary
FMAP boost that yielded more than $11 billion in additional funding that was used to mitigate
the deep cuts to essential services that would otherwise have been necessary…This federal
funding will help to mitigate the effects of these cuts in health and human services and to
support our teachers… and I thank you for taking the time to come back from your districts to
take this important vote to help our fellow New Yorkers and to protect an emerging economic
recovery in New York State and nationwide.”
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http://www.state.ny.us/governor/press/080910Letter.html

