Slaughter Announces $200,000 Parenting Education Funding Passes Key Hurdle in the House

Congresswoman Louise Slaughter (NY-28) announced funding that would allow a nationally
recognized parenting education program to continue its operations in Western New York has
passed a key hurdle in the House.

A request of $200,000 that would continue the Ready, Set, Parent! program was approved by
the Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice and Science subcommittee last week.

The program’s coordinators have already reached out to over 3,000 new parents in Western
New York, often making initial contact within 48 hours of childbirth and then continuing to deliver
educational information over the following weeks.

“Ready, Set, Parent! has proven to be an important program to new parents helping them raise
children that are healthy, safe and ready to learn,” said Slaughter. “The first few weeks of a
child’s life are incredibly important, and often parents can feel overwhelmed. That’s why I'm
proud to see and support the work of Every Person Influences Children as they give parents the
knowledge and support they need.”

In the Buffalo-Niagara region, Ready, Set, Parent! has proven successful at Women’s and
Children’s Hospital and Mount St. Mary’s Hospital. It is available for all parents of newborns,
with special attention targeted to high risk parents.

“The Ready, Set, Parent program transforms the lives of children by connecting to and
supporting parents beginning at the birth of their child,” said Vito Borrello, President of Every
Person Influences Children in Buffalo which administers the local program. “This program has
achieved tremendous outcomes for children with a program model that is extremely
cost-effective. Congresswoman Slaughter has always been a strong proponent of EPIC’s work
and understands the importance of prevention programs which support children and families.
We are grateful for her continued support.”
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Ready, Set, Parent! coordinators visit new parents while they’re still in the hospital maternity
room, conduct a one-hour newborn class where they learn about children’s development and
practice parenting skills and follow-up with new parents during an optional eight-week workshop
series. These techniques have proven not only to be successful locally, they’ve also received
national praise.

An ongoing study by the University of Buffalo’s School of Social Work shows that children of
participants score above the national mean on standardized examinations approximately 77.5
percent of the time. And an essay released by the Harvard Family Research Project said that
through visitation, newborn classes and workshops focused on parenting skills, literacy, and
maternal and baby health and wellness, Ready, Set, Parent! is able to implement maternal
psycho-educational programs. “Targeting skills for mothers with infants and toddlers can
improve parent-child communication, reduce the potential for maltreatment, and improve school
readiness, but only if others can access them,” the essay said.

Other Buffalo-Niagara funding that passed the same hurdle includes $1 million for restoration of
Frank Lloyd Wright's Darwin Martin House, $270,000 for rail improvements in the Town of
Tonawanda, $250,000 for Cayuga Creek berm improvements, and $360,000 for Buffalo Police
Department surveillance cameras.
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