
Slaughter Votes for Proposal to Avert “Fiscal Cliff”

WASHINGTON – Congresswoman Louise Slaughter (NY-28), today spoke in support of the
Senate-passed proposal to avert the so-called fiscal cliff.  Before casting her vote, Slaughter 
stood on the House Floor to condemn the dysfunctional process that led to today’s vote, and
said that the bill is just the first step in efforts to return fairness to our tax code and reduce our
deficit in a balanced way.  Watch video of Slaughter's Floor speech here.

      

“Today’s legislation is far from perfect and the process that has led us here has been an utter
disgrace, said Slaughter. “Yet in this time of crisis, we must act first and foremost to protect the
American economy. Today’s legislation will do just that.”
 
Slaughter continued, “In the coming weeks, we must continue the hard work of creating a fair
tax code and ensuring that we reduce our deficit in a balanced and responsible way.  As we do,
I urge my fellow Members to avoid brinksmanship and partisan games, and come to the table in
good faith on behalf of the American people.”
 
Throughout the year, Slaughter has been a leader in Congress in the effort to avert the fiscal
cliff. In July of this year, Slaughter joined with Democratic Leadership and Committee Ranking
Members in issuing a letter to Speaker John Boehner urging “immediate negotiations with
Democrats on replacing the scheduled 2013 sequester with a balanced deficit reduction plan.”
 
The letter, signed by Slaughter and the 20 other leading Democrats on each of the House’s
standing committees, urged Speaker Boehner to  “negotiate an alternative to the sequester.”
Slaughter and her colleagues strongly recommended "that this bipartisan process begin before
the August recess so that the American people can be reassured before September 30 that the
sequester will not take effect.”
 
Earlier this year, Slaughter introduced legislation requiring the U.S. House of Representatives to
forego its scheduled August adjournment unless a law is enacted to provide for the extension of
middle class tax cuts. In addition to supporting the extension of tax relief provisions for
taxpayers with incomes below $250,000 for married couples filing jointly and $200,000 for single
filers, Slaughter's resolution called for legislation to specifically provide expanded tax relief for
working families with children and college students. The legislation was defeated due to
Republican opposition.
 
&nbsp;To view video of Slaughter's speech, click here.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AMxzhQzvzI&amp;feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1AMxzhQzvzI&amp;feature=youtu.be
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Full Text of Slaughter’s Speech as Prepared for Delivery:
 
Rep. Louise M. Slaughter
January 1, 2013
Fiscal Cliff Floor Opening
 
I thank the gentleman for yielding me the customary 30 minutes, and I yield myself such time as
I may consume.
 
M./ Speaker,
The legislation before us is no great victory. It is only a partial answer to a much larger problem,
and it sets our nation up for another fiscal showdown in mere months.  As we vote, let every
Member of this Chamber reflect on the dysfunctional legislative process and irresponsible
leadership that has brought us here today- and the need for the Majority to come back to the
bargaining table in good faith as our work continues.
 
Let history show that the fiscal cliff, and the dire economic consequences that would come with
it, were the deliberate creation of this House.
 
Because of hyper-partisan actions taken by the Majority, this body has pushed our nation closer
to a self-created economic recession and the greatest displacement of workers that our nation
has ever known.
The idea behind the fiscal cliff was that the potential for a self-inflicted wound would force
Congress to address our growing deficit and debt. Yet from the beginning, this plan was flawed.
 
 
Over the last ten years, our deficit has ballooned because of the cost of two wars and massive
unpaid-for tax cuts. Yet, discussion over the cost of war – conflicts that have cost the lives of
thousands of Americans and forever changed the face of American families – has been almost
non-existent. At the same time, the Majority’s desire to protect tax cuts for millionaires and
billionaires quickly hardened into intransigence, and has led us to where we are today.  
 
Just one week ago, it looked as though Congress was close to a solution until the House
Majority walked away.   
 
Instead of seizing an historic opportunity for compromise, the Majority introduced a so-called
“Plan B”, which quickly morphed into “Plan C” before being scrapped all-together, and leaving
us with almost no time to avert the fiscal cliff.  
 
By making tax cuts for millionaires and billionaires their biggest priority, the Majority not only
endangered our economy but they led the House through a legislative process that violated any
sense of regular order and transparency.  Indeed, as my colleagues and I sat in the Rules
Committee last week, the legislation we were considering was changing by the minute- leaving
us to guess at what would actually be included in any bill that required our vote.
 
Sadly, such dysfunctional governing comes as little surprise.  For the past two years, the
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Majority has led with a toxic combination of extremism and hyper-partisanship that has resulted
in the 112th Congress being the least productive in history.  
 
During the summer of 2011, the Majority threw our nation into crisis when they took our
economy hostage and threatened to default on our nation’s debt. This dangerous and
irresponsible approach, rattled investors around the world and led to the first-ever downgrade of
our nation’s credit.  
 
In addition, over the last two years the Majority has voted more than 33 times to repeal the
historic Affordable Care Act- despite knowing full well that their repeal votes would never be
signed into law. In so doing, they took up valuable time from other legislative priorities- and CBS
News reports that these votes cost the American taxpayer almost $50 million.
 
For over a year and a half, this type of irresponsible and unproductive governing failed to
provide solutions to the American people. Coming out of the November elections, our mandate
was clear.  The American people demanded an end to the political theater and the dangerous
legislative games.  They demanded that we finally get to work and solve the looming fiscal cliff
in a balanced, responsible and bipartisan way.
 
Unfortunately, today we cannot give the American people a solution worthy of their full
approval.  The legislation before us fails to seriously address our deficit and debt, protects too
many wealthy Americans, and sets our nation up for another round of high-stakes negotiations. 
However, what we do have before us is a product that can avert the worst of the fiscal cliff, and
begin the process of balancing our budget and returning fairness to our tax code.
 
Under today’s legislation, millions of Americans will be spared from a tax increase, and valuable
tax extensions for middle class families and students will remain in place.
 
In addition, today’s legislation extends unemployment insurance to millions of Americans who
are struggling to find work.
 
In closing, today’s legislation is far from perfect and the process that has led us here has been
an utter disgrace. Yet in this time of crisis, we must act first and foremost to protect the
American economy. Today’s legislation will do just that.
 
In the coming weeks, we must continue the hard work of creating a fair tax code and ensuring
that we reduce our deficit in a balanced and responsible way.  As we do, I urge my fellow
Members to avoid brinksmanship and partisan games, and come to the table in good faith on
behalf of the American people.
 
I RESERVE the balance of my time.
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